
Rose Asplen 
 

Mrs. Asplen has worked with my son Palmer for the last three years (two at the middle 
school and this year at KCHS). She has always been wonderful and understanding of 
his specific needs and adapts her teaching style to his specific needs.  During the past 
few weeks, she has gone above and beyond for him and provided assistance through 
zoom on subjects such as U.S. History and Biology. She took the initiative to provide 
this assistance and we are so appreciative.  I am enjoy listening to their meetings in the 
background and observing the interaction that she has with Palmer.  I can tell he is 
engaged and learning the material! 
 

Erin Hopwood 
Child’s age - 15 
 
 
Paula Dohl  
Kindergarten Teacher at Garnet Elementary 
 

I am nominating Mrs. Dohl because she has definitely brought out the best in my 
daughter. She has really made her flourish and expand her horizons. My daughter has 
been awfully shy, but this past school year she has really opened up. Mrs. Dohl has 
gave her the confidence to "tap" out sounds which has made chloe a confident reader. 
During this quarantine, Mrs. dohl has really engaged with the students daily and has 
individually recognized each student separately for their achievements they have made. 
This makes each and every student proud! Its amazing seeing how excited students are 
when they get on zoom with her!  
 

Elizabeth Proffitt 
Chloe Smith, age 6 
 
 
Sue Nickerson 

Sue Nickerson from Kent County High School.  
 

Ms. Nickerson has been instrumental in the planning and implementation of both the 

PAATH program at Chesapeake College for those students in the transition stage of their 

school career as well as working above and beyond to help those kids get actual job training 

in the community which means persuading employers that our students are worth the time 

and effort to hire, organizing transportation and on-site staff assistance, and answering the 

million questions that came up during this new project.  
 

My son is proud to be attending college alongside his peers and working at a job in his 

community where he can participate in all the same experiences as typical kids his age. And 

when I talk about these programs to parents outside our county, they are amazed and 

envious that Kent County offers so many opportunities when their larger and more populous 

counties do not. These advantages are in large part due to Ms Nickerson’s tireless efforts on 

our students’ behalf.    
 

Thank you. 



 

Alix Rickloff 
Carmen Parks 
Education/Speech Teacher - RHES 
 

Mrs. Carmen Parks has provided my child from day one with excellent service. Mrs. 
Parks informs me about any changes and seeks any input I may have towards my 
child’s learning. She always is respectful and understanding with any concerns or 
questions I may have at all. She goes above and beyond and my child really loves and 
appreciates her. 
 

Roshira Cain 
Justin Cain (11) 
 
 
Meredith Sawyer 

6th teacher at Kent County Middle School 
 

I'm nominating Ms Sawyer because she has shown what a teacher is all about! She 
always has encouraging words which has really given my daughter the confidence this 
year to raise her hand and be the first to answer a question. This never has happened 
before. My daughter has often expressed what a wonderful teacher she is because she 
will brag about the achievements of Avie, which encourages other students to do the 
same. Avie was bullied a few times, but said Ms Sawyer put a stop to it before it got 
anywhere. When Avie had home hospital this year, Ms Sawyer often checked in on her. 
When Avie made the strive to return back to school, Ms Sawyer was the person who 
advocated for Avie to keep her IEP open. I was blown away because this has never 
happened before. I've seen many comments she has placed on my daughter’s work 
during this pandemic and it’s encouraging to know she is still uplifting their spirits. She 
wants the very best in her students and it shows! She's awesome!!!  
 

Elizabeth Proffitt 
Avie Proffitt - age 12  
 
 
Annette Walls (two nominations) 
Speech Therapist 
HHGES 
 

I am nominating Mrs. Walls for the Special Education Recognition Award because of 
her devotion to her students and commitment to her profession. She goes over and 
above to connect with them (and parents) to encourage them to succeed by trying their 
best and providing practical solutions to difficult speech and language problems the 
children are facing. Her positive outlook, dedication, and creative approach to therapy 
impact students beyond the classroom.  
 

Mrs. Walls was able to work with my 5 year old this past year. I found her to be 
passionate towards his improvement and she has continuously pushed him to excel. He 
references her often when practicing at home. Speech therapy is very difficult for him, 
but her pleasant demeanor and sense of humor has made him love working on it. She 
makes him feel special and turns the difficult work into something more enjoyable. He 



would not be as far along as he is if it weren't for her. When we switched to teletherapy 
this Spring, she remained unflustered and was able to adapt and continue tweaking the 
therapy for his specific needs. She thinks outside the box and quickly changes her 
approach if he isn't responding well during a session. I know she is busy with all her 
students/parents, but I definitely feel supported when she takes the time to talk to me 
individually each week to expand on ideas for practice at home. Since my son has a 
speech disorder not usually seen very often, she also took the initiative to research and 
learn how to better help him succeed instead of relying on other speech and language 
techniques that wouldn't prove as successful for him.  
 

Aimee Boumiea 
Benjamin Boumiea, 5 years old 
 
I would like to nominate Annette Walls because she is dedicated, committed and 
understanding. Since the first day she worked with my nephew Elijah, he attached to 
her quickly. She remained patient in times of frustration and she remained 
understanding even when frustration set in with me. As I sit with Elijah in his sessions, 
she engages him consistently and always puts a smile on his face. She has so much 
faith and confidence in Elijah which gives me joy because she believes he is going to 
grow into a very smart young man despite the current complications. Annette Walls is 
needed at KCPS. She has a pure and sweetheart to ensure that all students are 
successful. It is my honor and pleasure to nominate her for this award. 
 

Alleesa Stewart 
Elijah Stewart - 6 


